PLATTVILLE LUTHERAN CHURCH
5475 Bell Road
Minooka, Illinois 60447

O, COME LET US WORSHIP THE LORD!
* Indicates that the congregation will stand.
PREPARATION Enter to worship

THE PRELUDE/BELL RINGING
Announcements

*The CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS p. 94
*The OPENING HYMN

“Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven” #864
*The APOSTOLIC GREETING p. 98
*The KYRIE p. 98
PRAYER AND PRAISE
* The HYMN OF PRAISE p. 99

*The PRAYER OF THE DAY Celebrate insert
THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD
The FIRST LESSON Ezekial 33:7-11
The PSALM Psalm 119 Celebrate insert
The SECOND LESSON Romans 13:8-14
The ALLELUIA VERSE
*The HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:15-20
SERMON
*The HYMN OF THE DAY
"Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace”
INSTALLATION OF CHURCH COUNCIL
*The APOSTLES’ CREED
*The PRAYERS
*The SHARING OF THE PEACE
The OFFERING
*The OFFERTORY “Create in Me”
*The OFFERTORY PRAYER
*The LORD'S PRAYER

p. 102

#716

p. 105

Insert in pew
p. 107
p. 112

BACK INTO THE MAINSTREAM OF LIFE
*The BENEDICTION
*The CLOSING HYMN
“For the Fruit of All Creation”
*The DISMISSAL/POSTLUDE
Depart to serve

#679
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Celebrate

Sunday, September 6, 2026
15th Sunday after Pentecost

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today’s gospel
are often used in situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel
tells of warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is
the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present
among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation.

Prayer of the Day

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy.
Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that
is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading Ezekiel 33:7-11

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully
convey God’s warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—uwho is about to attack
Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope that repentance will make the attack un-

necessary.

So you, mortal, I have made a sen-
tinel for the house of Israel; when-
ever you hear a word from my
mouth, you shall give them warn-
ing from me. *If I say to the wicked,
“O wicked ones, you shall surely
die,” and you do not speak to warn
the wicked to turn from their ways,
the wicked shall die in their iniq-
uity, but their blood I will require
at your hand. °But if you warn the
wicked to turn from their ways
and they do not turn from their
ways, the wicked shall die in their

iniquity, but you will have saved
your life.

"Now you, mortal, say to the
house of Israel: Thus you have said:
“Our transgressions and our sins
weigh upon us, and we waste away
because of them; how then can we
live?” "Say to them: As I live, says
the Lord Gop, I have no pleasure
in the death of the wicked but that
the wicked turn from their ways
and live; turn back, turn back from
your evil ways, for why will you die,
O house of Israel?



Psalm Psalm 119:33-40; refrain, Ps. 119:35
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I de - sire the path of your com - mand - ments.

Teach me, O Lorbp, the way ! of your statutes,
and I shall keep it ! to the end.

**Give me understanding, and I shall ! keep your teaching;
I shall keep it with ! all my heart.

»Lead me in the path of ! your commandments,
for that is | my desire.

*Incline my heart to ! your decrees
and not to ! unjust gain. R

¥Turn my eyes from be- ! holding falsehood,;
give me life ! in your way.

38Fulfill your promise ! to your servant,
which is for ! those who fear you.

¥Turn away the reproach ! that I dread,
because your judg- | ments are good.

“Behold, I long for ! your commandments;
by your righteousness en- ! liven me. R



Second Reading

Romans 13:8-14

The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the
law. Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light

of the future God has in store for us.

Owe no one anything, except to
love one another, for the one who
loves another has fulfilled the law.
‘The commandments, “You shall
not commit adultery; you shall not
murder; you shall not steal; you
shall not covet,” and any other com-
mandment, are summed up in this
word, “You shall love your neighbor
as yourself.” "’Love does no wrong
to a neighbor; therefore, love is the
fulfilling of the law.

Besides this, you know what
time it is, how it is already the

Gospel

moment for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us
now than when we became believ-
ers; *the night is far gone; the day
is near. Let us then throw off the
works of darkness and put on the
armor of light; let us walk de-
cently as in the day, not in reveling
and drunkenness, not in illicit sex
and licentiousness, not in quarrel-
ing and jealousy. *Instead, put on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh, to gratify its
desires.

Matthew 18:15-20

Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a
whole—should go about restoring relationships when one member has sinned against

another.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “If your
brother or sister sins against you, go
and point out the fault when the two
of you are alone. If you are listened
to, you have regained that one.
*But if you are not listened to, take
one or two others along with you, so
that every word may be confirmed
by the evidence of two or three wit-
nesses. "If that person refuses to
listen to them, tell it to the church,
and if the offender refuses to listen

even to the church, let such a one
be to you as a gentile and a tax col-
lector. ®¥Truly I tell you, whatever
you bind on earth will be bound
in heaven, and whatever you loose
on earth will be loosed in heaven.
YAgain, truly I tell you, if two of you
agree on earth about anything you
ask, it will be done for you by my
Father in heaven. 2°For where two
or three are gathered in my name, I
am there among them.”



Prayers of Intercession

The prayers are prepared locally for each
occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

Reminded of God’s gracious and
abundant love, we offer our prayers,
confident that God hears us.

A brief silence.

Proclaiming God, empower your
church throughout the world to an-
nounce the words you give us. Open
us to receive your word in unexpect-
ed ways. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Attending God, wake us up to any
around us who are in need. Restore
broken relationships, failing health,
frayed emotions, and the hurts we
carry with us. (We pray especially
for. ..) Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Gathering God, resolve conflicts in
this community through your righ-
teousness and grace. Reconcile us to
each other, making your good news
known even through our imperfec-
tions. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Forming God. renew the cycles of Here other intercessions may be offered.
-4

your creation that provide for the
needs of all. Protect grasslands,
marshes, swamps, and all places
of transition. Heal communities
crying out after disaster (especially).
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Loving God, all who die in faith
have life with you. We give you
thanks for the nearness of your sal-
vation for (name/s, and) all who have
gone before us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered,
what we have forgotten to ask, and
whatever else you see that we need.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

Governing God, turn all who cre-
ate, enforce, or interpret legislation
away from selfish gain and toward
your promise of good for all, es-
pecially the good of all who labor.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Preparing for Next Week

Monday Psalm 119:65-72. Tuesday Romans 18:1-7. Wednesday (commemoration of Peter Claver, priest,

missionary to Colombia, died 1654) Matthew 21:18-22. Thursday Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13. Friday Genesis

41:53—492:17. Saturday Matthew 6:7-15. Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost (commemoration of John

Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, died 407) Genesis 50:15-21; Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13; Romans 14:1-12;
Matthew 18:21-35.
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PARISH CALENDAR
Lord, as we gather to worship you, quiet our busy minds
and fill our spirits with your peace. May our lives reflect
the light of your glory. Amen

Today 9:15 Worship
Wednesday, September 9" 9:30 am Quilting resumes
Sunday, September 13%" — Worship with communion and celebration:
Organ dedication, Commissioning of Henrik Christopherson and Mike
Bjerum as our Ministers, Celebration of our 145" Anniversary, Sunday
School Rally Day. We will have a professional organist and a catered
lunch with potluck dessert after the service.

Monday, September 14 7:00 pm Church Council meeting

Tuesday, September 15% 9:30 am — Grace Circle bible study at church
Want to hear and sing your favorite hymn? There is a box in the
entryway — fill out a sheet with what you want to hear.

August 30th offering: Current $947.00 Bidg Fund
$100.00
Thank you for your support!

“A fallen leaf is nothing more than a summer’s wave goodbye”

8!



Sunday, September 6, 2026 b, 15th Sunday after Pentecost

Community Is Complicated

Navigating life with other humans is not always easy. We who call
ourselves the church likely know this all too well. Perhaps you've
witnessed church council meetings gone awry, frustrating conversa-
tions about the budget, or intense disagreements over worship styles.
Maybe your faith community has had to navigate conflicting visions
for mission and outreach, welcome and hospitality, or diversity and
justice. Maybe the generational or political divides in your communi-
ty feel like rifts too big to cross. As the church, we are called to wrestle
with difficult questions about faith and life, but at times, even with
the best of intentions, we leave one another feeling hurt, overlooked,
or misunderstood. l

Jesus knew a thing or two about life in community. He knew what
it was like to be betrayed by the ones he loved. He shared meals with
people of different backgrounds, people whose identities at times
put them at odds with one another. Even his disciples never quite
seemed to be on the same page! Yet Jesus knew that despite the
complexity of these situations, faith is best practiced in community.
Accompanying one another, sharing one another’s burdens, encour-
aging one another, forgiving one another, and holding each other
accountable are vital to the Christian life.

Therefore, managing conflict is not something to be taken lightly.
Disagreements are not to be just swept under the rug, ignored until
the next issue emerges. We are instead called to embrace truth-
telling, courage, accountability, and compassion in our dealings with
one another. The work of conflict resolution is not easy or glamorous.
In fact, it can be awkward and downright painful. But it is holy work.

And by God’s grace, it can be an invitation to build a community that }
b
more truly reflects God’s love poured out for the whole world. s
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