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Celebrate

Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 15, 2022

Faser mitintes & wew dey. It anbicsftes o wew heaven and o new carth. The visen Chria
o makrnyy ald thonggs wean, I the mepdery of hody Safitivm Geod fuzs maide nes eople of 1
Todery fevuy frvides 1y fo s soeryons in a new Sghi—through the bews of laor,

O Lowrd Cooed, v toach v thist withoul love, our actions gain nothms. Pour imito
our hearts your most excellent gaift of love, that, made alive by your Sparit, we may
know goodness and peace, theough your Son, Jesus Choist, our Savior and Lond,
whio lives and refgns with you and the Holy Spirit, ane God, now aned forever.

A,

Acts 11:1-18

T defesese f

hts exrlier bapicim of now fewith befieoers, Peter demonstvates to the members

aff the fervisalem churck that Cod's intention in looe Gentilen as tonll ax fram s reoeaded m
e testimonry, P shix sy the amizoen i the Carntiley @ afficeolly anthorized,

Now the gpostles and the beliey-
ety who were in Judea heard tha the
Leentiles had also accepted the word
al G, #50 when Peter wonit ap (o
Jrrusalom, the cbrcumobed bellevers
eriticioed him, ‘saying, “Why did you
go w uncircumcised men and eat with
them?” ! Then Peter hegan o explam
it tor them, step by siep, saying, <1 was
in the city of Joppa praving, and in
wrance 1 saw a vision, There was some-
thimg like o large sheet combng down
fionim hesavem, being lowened by its four
cormers; and i came close to me. “As
I lowrkeeed it 1 closely [ saw v doouerd
animals, heasts of prey, reptiles, amd
birels ol the siv. 7T also beard o volee
waving to e, "Get up, Peter; kil and
car’ *But 1 replied. "By no means,
Lol Foor voostliieng pridfone o undlean
luss ever entered my mosth. "Bat 2
second time the wice answered from
heaswti, “What Giul hes made lean,
yous it ol call profane.” * This hap-
pened three times; then everything
was pulled up again to beaven, “At

thut very mament three men, sent ta
e from Caesares, arrraed a8 e loose
where we were, " The Spirit wold me o
jgo with them and not 1o make o dis-
tinctlon between them and o, These
six bodt hers also aocompanied me, and
we rmiered the man's house. "He 1old
ws how hie had seen the anged standing
in s house and saiving. “Send w0 Inﬁ.u
and bring Stmon, who is called

Yhe will pree vour s message by whiich
pou andl your entire hoosehold will be
savedd.” "FAnd as | boegun o speak, the
Nesby Sppirin fiell upisn them just s b
had upon us ar the beglnning. "And
I remenibered the word of the Lord.
how he had said, ‘Jobn haptized with
water, ot vour will he baptised with the
Hody Splrie.” “IC then (od gave them
the samo ify that he gave us when we
beliewed in the Lord Jesus Chrst, whe

e I e Deosisbed Bimedier Cood ™ " When

they heard this, they were silenced.
And they praised God, suying, " Iven
Gl by given even 10 the Gentiles the
ropentance that leads to life”




Fwalm Psalm 148; refrain, Ps. 148:13

o by iy Their pie

The splen-dor of the LoD s o - wercurth and heav'n.

Hallehsah! Praise the Lonn ! from the heavens;
praise God ! in the heights.
"Praisc the Lorp, ! all you
sing praise, all you ! hosts of heaven.
Prafec the Lorn, | sun and moon;
sing prabe, all you ! shining ssars.
‘Praisc the Lorp, heav- ! en of heavens,
and you waters a- | bove the heavens.
*Let them praise the name | of the Losn,
who commanded, and they ! were created,
*who made them stand fast forev- ! er and ever,
giving them a law that shall not | pass away. R
TPruise the Loen f from the carth,
vou sea monsters ' and all deeps;
*Fire and hail, | snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, do- ! ing God's will;
“mcsumitains ! and all halls,
fruit trees ! and all cedars;
“"wild beasts | and all cattle,
ereeping things and ! flying birds;
"wwereigns of the carth ' and all peoples,
princes and all rulers ! of the world;
¢ ! men and maidens,
old and ! young together, R
“Let them praise the name ! of the Loan,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor s over | carth and hearaen
"The Loun has raised nal:trmgﬂl for the people
and praise for all !
the children of lsrael, a people who are near the Lorn,

! Hallelujah! R




Revelation 21:1-6

Second Reading

John's piston sbosss ws Shat in the resurmection the new age hay daaeed,; Cod duwlls unith w
alreidly. Yol ww wadt for the time when the toers that cloud our vinon sl be wapond auy.

Thin wor well soe the wewe hesnoen, new earth, and ness ferusalem,

Then [ saw a new beaven and a new
earth: lor the first hesven and the
Frm carth hod passed away, and the
sl wus no maore. *And | saw the holy
city, the new jernsalem, coming down
ot ool hieaven from Caod, redd fs
Iaridle ackirned for her hushand. "Axnd
1 D] @ Dot wosioe T thie throne
waving.
“For, the bome of CGod b among
ks
Hoe will dweldl widh then;
they will be his
anid Cend birnsedf will be wath
b

Cospel

e will wipe every toar froas their

[~ =

Iheanty wrall B fun e

murniag and crying and pain will

b e TV,

for the first things have passed away”
A pe] the one whio was seaied on ithe
throne sad, “5ee, T am making all
things nrw.” Also he said. “Write thia,
for these words are trustworthy and
trues.” " Then e sd oome, “It s done ]
I aum the Alpha and the the he-
ginning and the end. To the thirsy 1
will grhve water as a gifl from the spring
ol the water of hfe”

John 13:31-35

After smshing the disciples” fort, poedicting hiv betryal, and then reveuling his betryer,

Jevus apeaks of bis

glorification on the rress. This derp complicated froe of fewy, rom i

diaih en the crom, wnll be the distinctive mark of fevus’ community.

When he had gone out, Jesis said,
“Now the Son of Man has been glo-
rified, and Gaod has been glorified
in him. *If God has been glorificd
in him, God will also glorfy kim in
Bimsedl and will glocly him at anoe,
Ll children, I am with vou only a
ftle bomgrer. You wiidl look for me; and

as | sad 10 the jews so now [ say to you,
"Where | am going, vous ool conmie.'
] give you a new comumandment, thae
vou love one another. Just as | have
lewed you, you also should fove one an-
ithier, "By thas everyome will ko thug
you are my disciples. i you have love

{or ene another”™




Frimyers ol 1

The-prayers are prepared locally for sach
accagion. The Tallawing exampler may b
sdapied ur (e B S OpHatE

Set free from captivity 1o sin and
denth, wi pray (0 the God of resurmec-
thon for the church, peaple in need,
andl 3l ol erestion.

& bl silance.

Loving Godd, lead us 10 follow your
Spirit, rther than our own prejudic-
ey o desives, as the church cares for
one another. Open s o poreeive your®
Eifls i Lhise we beast expect. G, bn
VOIUT ICTLY,

hear our prayer.

Tnspine st prajse you through the
benuty and majesty of the natural
soorld arouned s (loce! maticral areds may
be pmenl), Unge un toward moee delib-
evute care of the world vou have made.
{roel, i vour metcy,

Humbde the rulers of matons before
vour splendor. Direct them 1o the
people who need their amention most,
aretl turn them [vom: the aion o
hoard wealth or power. Geoed, in your
merey,

hear our prayer.

— = i

Prgparing tor Nexl Yook

Hasten 1o dwell those who are
in pain of disiress {afersally). As Clirist
enters our deepest suflering, remain
with those experiencing despair and
greal need. God, in vour meney,
hear our prayer,

Place holy love ot the center of all
our relationships and communities.
By vour love hoal us, convict us, and
renew us. Bring an end to racism in
our churches and commumities. Let
everyoue know your goodness by the
love we show one anothor, God, in
FOUE LY,

hear oar praver,
Hgrg piher iplerceiinng may bo offerad.

Ceive us a place in the diverse company
of your beloved sainms. Teach us the
walue of cuch person’s identity, and

Loberss ian with & shared identity as your
children, kimdred of Chrast, Gaoxd, in
VORI INETLY,

bear our prayer,

In yoser inesey, O God, respond o
these prayers, and renew us by your
Tife-griving Spirtt; throigh fesas Chiris
oLt Savior,

Amen.
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PARISH CALENDAR
May 15, 2022 Fifth Sunday of Easter

Todey; 815 g.m Worship

May 22: Affirmation of Baptism

May 23: 9230 am. Quilting

May 29 Memaorial Day observation al cemalery afler service
Ne Circle Bible study at church this month

Supply donations neaded for VBES: old cowboy hats, cowboy boots,
wagon wheel, roping, hay bales, horseshoos, large tin cans (soup),
papar towed rolls.

Babry kit lems needed (in clean and good condition )

2 cotton recaiving biankets (between 36" & 52° square), 2 gowns of
shoopars wio feet (6 mo - 2 yr), 1 jacket, swasler or sweatshirt with
hood or hat, 2 colion t-shins (6 mo - 2 yr), 4 cloth flat fold diapers and
4 diaper pins, 2 pr socks, 2-3 bath size bars of gontle scap, 1 hand
towel, darker color

“What you are is God’s gift o you, whal you become
is your git fo God™




Fifth Sunday of Easter &, May 15, 2022

We Are Found

s Jesus in wodays gospel prepares the disciples for his bnminent

depariure. he tefls them that they will look for him bt won't

be abile to join him where he & going. It will not be long before the
women dre at the tomb in the early morning, only to find i empey

We also look for Jesus, but perhaps we dont know (hat we are
engaged in the search, We are constantly seeking purpose and
answers, turning to selfhelp books, inspirational videos, exercise
programs, and new ways of organizing our stull, Billboards and mag-
azine covers highlight our (s while offering the next best solution

These opportunitics can be compelling, and some of them wll
prive suceessful in managing some aspects of life. But these solu-
tions don't tern up what we're really looking lor: to be ruly loved
and known, secure and whole. We find this security only in the hove
of G, Yet, in this Easter season we are seminded that we do not
need to seck Jesur; rather, jesus secks out and finds us. We cannot go
where Jesus goes, leading the way through death 1o new life, b Jesus
ultimately finds us whenever we are, even when we are most Jost. The
wormnen found an empty 1omb, but jesus is not gooe. The resurmectod

Jesas fines them!

In finding us. Jesus also directs our searching by gwing us a com-
mandment: “Love one another” (John 13:34). In secking to love one
another, we are reminded again and ugain that the great love of Gord
has already found us
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